
    Double Standards are Abroad - Act 2 1

Setting: inside the tavern, which is set out exactly the same as in the first act. There is no lightning 

or thunder. The sound of distant thunder can be heard, indicating the storm is passing. The lighting 

inside the tavern is warm.  

(The waiter is busy looking through the reservations book, and immediately looks up to greet the 

diners, as Selene and Murk enter.) 

Waiter 1: Good evening madam. Good evening sir. I’m guessing you’re the people from the  

  sea.  You tried to make a reservation earlier? The shell phone’s great, but when the  

  crab drops out, we get quite a sandy signal, don’t we? 

Selene:  Oh yes, I was just about to say that.These shell phones! Aargh! (Laughing) Yes, we  

  booked a reservation for Selene and Murk. 

Waiter 1:  (Looks admiringly at both Selene and Murk.) I’ve never met sea people before.   

  Welcome to our tavern. A table for two, then?  

Selene:  Yes thank you, that would be lovely. 

Waiter 1: Great. Please walk this way. (He looks at them both and smiles as he seats them at  

  the table.) May I ask - who’s treating tonight?  

Murk:  Yep. It’ll be my treat tonight. 

Waiter 1: Wonderful! I don’t hear much on land, but I know there’s the Coral Council, so I   

  think you  might work for them, is that right? 

Selene:  Yes. 

Murk:  Yep. 

Waiter 1: I’ll give you a few minutes to look at our menu.  

(Waiter graciously hands them  both a menu, smiles, and walks back to his desk.) 

Selene:  I’ve heard great reviews about this place. I read about it on “Mermaid Munchers”. 
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Murk:  Oh yeah, it got five stars on “Let’s Eat Seaweed”. They even do home deliveries on  

  “Diving Deliveries”.  

(They look at the menu together.) 

Murk:  So, Selene, I don’t suppose you’ll be eating vegetarian? 

Selene:  Definitely not! 

Murk:  (Sighs) About eating humans … why do you? You complain about their taste. Why  

  do you persist in eating them if they’re disgusting? 

Selene:  Oh, you know - I don’t have to bring lunch to work. (Shrugs her shoulders.) 

Murk:  Actually, the humans aren’t that bad at the moment. I’ve noticed on the job, there’s  

  less pollution, and they’ve stopped dumping rubbish. It’s like the humans are really  

  trying to get their act together. We just need you to stop eating them, so that they’re  

  alive to fix the problems they created in the first place! 

Selene:  Valid point. Valid point. I MIGHT have a word with my sisters. (Tilts her head to the 

  side as she thinks about it.) 

Murk:  GOOD! 

Selene:  At least the humans have finally realised they only get one chance. They’re on a hot  

  rock orbiting a death ball and that’s pretty scary. (She looks thoughtful for a   

  moment.) Okay! Let’s have dinner. Do you know what you want? 

Murk:  I’m not sure. But I thought you might like Octopus Supreme.  

Selene:  I’m glad you’re paying! That costs a fortune! So yes - I’ll have that! (Laughs) 

(Selene beckons to the waiter.) 

Waiter 2: Good evening - madam - sir.  Would you like to order? Have you seen our    

  blackboard menu? 

Murk:  Oh! There’s more?! 

Waiter 2: Oh, there certainly is. I’ll bring it to you. One sec …….. 
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(Waiter walks away to get the blackboard.) 

Murk:  Gosh everyone is nice here. 

Selene:  I know. (She smirks) 

(Waiter returns with the blackboard.) 

Waiter 2: Here’s what we have on the menu tonight. Our specials are the Elfin country salad  

  with fresh mushrooms. Seaweed soup which helps you breathe under    

  water, but that probably won’t be an issue for you two. Our entree special is deep sea 

  salmon. And there’s the kelp hot pot.  

Selene:  Oh Murk, you like ….. 

Murk:  …… sounds nice! 

Waiter 2: Oh yes, chef prepares everything fresh for you straight from the kitchen.  

Murk:  We’d love to order now.  

Waiter 2: What have you settled for? 

Murk:  I’d love the kelp hot pot, please. 

Selene:  I’ll be having Tentacle Supreme, thank you. 

Waiter 2: Splendid choice. Right away! (Waiter walks off smiling.) 

Murk:  This is so unreal! 

Selene:  It’s the realest it gets. (Rolls her eyes.) 

(A party of elves, fairies and pixies enters the tavern.) 

Elf 1:  Oh!! Look over there! Seafolk! I’ve never seen people like that before! 

Elf 2:  Aren’t they beautiful? Look at their lovely skin and those wonderfully coloured   

  scales! All the colours of the rainbow! 

Nerd Fairy: Oh that’s just prismatic reflection. Rays of light at specific angles shine ……. 

Dumb Fairy 2:  Oh shu’ up! (Stamps foot and glares at Nerd.) Just look at him! 

Elves:  Wow! (They look in wonder and awe.) 
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Dumb Fairy 1: Yes! Who IS that person? He’s beauuuuuuutiful! 

Dumb Fairy 2: Waiter! Waiter! Who are they? 

(Waiter speaks in private to the elves and fairies as he shows them to their tables. He then walks 

over to Selene and Murk.) 

Waiter 1: I’m sorry to interrupt you, but it seems a lot of people are interested in the two of   

  you.  

Selene:  Excuse me? 

Waiter 1: Your friend. (He nods towards Murk.) 

Selene:  Excuse me? 

Murk:  Me? 

Waiter 1: A stunning creature from the sea. 

Selene:  He is, isn’t he? Aren’t ya Murk? 

Murk:  Oh. Okay. Thanks. (He looks embarrassed.) 

Warrior: Oh yes, what beautiful scales. Wow - look how they capture the light. 

Dumb Fairy 1: Wow! He’s gorgeous. I think I’m falling in ……… 

Selene:  Who said that? 

Dumb Fairy 1:  Oh - I did. Did I say something wrong? (Waves wand around madly.) 

Selene:  Oh no!!! (She puts her head in her hands.) I put a love spell in the mix. Sorry   

  Murk, please excuse me for a minute.  

 (Selene stands up and moves to the very front of the stage, looking  distressed.) 

Selene:  I need to revert it. I need to revert it! (She waves her hands, pulling the air back to  

  her.) I take back the pink smoke that swarms your minds … and bodies. (Rolls her  

  eyes.)  

(All the elves and fairies can’t take their eyes off Murk in admiration.) 

Warrior: Oh! How amazing!  
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Dumb Fairy 1: NO. He’s mine. I saw him first. 

(Fairy pulls out her wand. The warrior pulls out a sword. They prepare to duel.) 

Dumb Fairy 1:  You think steel’s going to help you against this? (Waves magic wand madly around 

the stage.) 

Warrior: Blah! Magic! At the end of the day, that’s just smoke and mirrors. 

Selene:  Enough!!! You’re still under MY command!!! 

Murk:  Selene, what are you doing? What do you mean under your command? 

Selene:  (Whispering) Oh no! They’re on to me! 

Murk:  Did you cast a spell? Have you been doing siren magic? 

Selene:  (Sighs) Of course I have! 

Nerd Fairy:: Oh yes, spells are quite easy at this time of year. Weather patterns are so volatile. The 

  low depression in the East sends across positively charged energy fields. She just   

  absorbed her power from the storm. Very easy. Very easy.  

Dumb Fairy 2: Shu’ up! (Stamps foot and glares at Nerd.) 

Elf 1:  I’m confused. 

Elf 2:  Oh. So am I. I don’t know what’s real any more! 

Nerd Fairy:: Oh yes, unreality can be brought about when the positive and negative energy fields  

  collide in ………. 

Dumb Fairy 2:  Oh shu’ up!! (Stamps her foot and glares at the Nerd Fairy.) 

Murk:  What’s going on? Just tell me!  

Selene:  It doesn’t matter. It just doesn’t matter.  

(Everyone in the tavern has joined her at the front of the stage.) 

Selene:  I fixed everything. Except for the love spell. (Rolls her eyes.) 

Elf 1:  Something doesn’t feel right. 

Elf 2:  What did you do to us? 
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Nerd Fairy: She just brought about a hurricane of mental rehabilitation. 

Dumb Fairy 2: Shu’ … up! (Stamps foot then starts to wobble a bit.) 

Dumb Fairy 1: My head feels numb. (Waves her wand about.) Oh, the magic in the air is so dense! 

Selene:  Look, I tried to turn you all into decent people. I ripped away your prejudices and   

  the evil shrouding your hearts. 

Elf 1:  Why? What was the matter with us? 

Elf 2:  What were we like before? I don’t remember anything.  Tonight we just came to the  

  tavern …..  

Dumb Fairy 2:  ….. didn’t we? 

Selene:  Do you really want to know? Do you really want to know what you were like   

  before? 

Elf 1:  Yes! 

Elf 2:  Of course we do.  

(Everyone agrees, saying ‘yes’ , ‘we do’ and ‘of course’.) 

Selene:  Fine. (She glares at all of them.) What has been taken - is now returned. See   

  yourselves for what you really are. (She waves her hands as the lights change colour 

  and start flashing, then lights return to a warm colour.)   

(Everyone shakes their heads.) 

Elf 1:  NO! What is this? 

Elf 2:  What am I?  

Dumb Fairy 2:  This isn’t me. It CAN’T be me!! 

Warrior & Dumb Fairy 1:  But we’re in love with him! 

Selene:  No you’re not!! It was all my spell. My voice is a lure. I tried to pull you out of the  

  dark waters you were in. But now … it’s up to you. Your minds are now yours. You  

6



  choose what you want to do with them. Whatever it is you wish to do, it’s up to you  

  now. 

Murk:  Did you take anything from me? 

Selene:  I took nothing from you, Murk, because your heart was already perfect. Do you want 

  the memories back? 

Murk:  I want the truth. 

Selene:  (Sighs and nods her head.) So you really want the memories back. 

Murk:  No. I already know what they are. I know the things they were probably saying   

  because I’ve been told them all my life - and I’ve begun to believe them. I guess it’s  

  just the world we live in.  

Selene:  But I have the power to CHANGE it. To change their minds. 

Murk:  We can’t change their minds. Not even YOU can change their minds completely. 

Selene:  But I did! 

Murk:  No Selene, your power is to lure people - not dig into their minds and rewire them. 

Selene:  (Sighing) I guess magic IS all smoke and mirrors then. 

Nerd Fairy: Oh yes, the qualities of light when refracted through prisms, each formed by an atom 

  of smoke which is actually a combustible mass, (All the fairies glare at Nerd.)   

  producing internal combustion requiring oxygen which results in carbon dioxide   

  forming ………. 

Dumb Fairy 2:  Shu’ up!!!! 

Dumb Fairy 1:   Yes - shu’ up! (Both fairies stamp their feet and glare at Nerd.) 

(Elves gather around the Senior Elf and appear to be asking him to do something. He turns to 

Selene.) 

Senior Elf: I speak for all of us. Why did you need to put a spell on us at all? 
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Selene:  Because you were all vile towards my friend, just for being himself. You were mean  

  spirited. And unkind. And you made him feel awful. 

Senior Elf:  Why didn’t you just talk to us? 

Selene:  Because you were unreasonable and wouldn’t have listened to me. It’s hard to get   

  through to closed minds. It’s in my nature to use violence to sort out problems. 

  That was wrong and I’m terribly sorry. I apologise to all of you. 

Waiter 1: Well, I’m sorry too. You’re always welcome here. 

Murk:  Thank you. 

Dumb Fairy 1:  I WANT you to come here. I’m in love with you. 

(Selene throws up her hands in despair.) 

Warrior: So do I. I want you to come here. I’m not in love with you. But I do love you. 

Waiter 2: So do I. Well, maybe not love you, but I do like you. A bit. 

(Everyone nods in agreement.) 

Murk:  Thank you both. 

Elf 1:  I like you too. 

Elf 2:  So do I. 

Nerd Fairy: Oh yes, a very interesting puzzle - love and like - to ascertain the difference, one   

  must consider emotions from many perspectives within the context of …….. 

Selene:   Oh shut aaaaaarp!!!!! (All the fairies rush to protect and hug the Nerd.) 

(Selene just shakes her head.) 

Senior Elf: Why did we need to follow the crowd? Why did we need to be nasty? We all thought 

  we’d better say the right thing …….. 

Waiter 1: …….. but it was the wrong thing.  

(Everyone begins to speak at once, saying ‘sorry’, ‘I’m sorry too’ and ’we were wrong’.)  

Senior Elf: We don’t need magic to fix this. We can have a conversation. That’s true magic.  
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(Everyone speaks at once, nodding and agreeing, saying ‘yes’, ’let’s have a conversation’ and ‘we 

can fix this’).  

Elf 1:  We should all take responsibility for what we have done and move forward to   

  become better people.  

(Everyone speaks at once, agreeing ‘we can become better people’.) 

Waiter 1:  (Looking around at everyone.) I suggest we all have dinner now. Shall we? 

(Everyone says ‘oh yes’, ‘dinner’ and ‘what a great idea’. ) 

Selene:  Sounds good to me. But … I’ll have to change my order now … now that  I   

  have to be a vegetarian. (She rolls her eyes and smiles.) 

(Murk smiles and takes her hand as they return to their table and sit down.)  

(The lights slowly fade to black and a spotlight appears on the Narrator who walks to the front of 

the stage.) 

Narrator: (Now dressed in brightly coloured clothes and with the veil removed from the face.) 

  The darkness has been revealed - and it has been conquered by the light. We are all  

  alive. We are all connected. Let us go forward into a world where we are all equal.  

  We are ………… one. 
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